
 

 

 
  
 

 

Of 
DE, DO, DA, DESSE, DESSA  
 
Of  

de, do, da, desse, dessa, daquele, daquela 
Of the 
Of this  
Of that 

 So, it is a painting of a girl. 
 He isn’t a big fan of the band. 

 

Of the 
Is the noun requires the article use  Of the 

 The entrance of the house. 
 

Less common 
1. EM 

 So the McDonald brothers thought of a 
way to produce hamburgers more 
quickly. 

 Though of something  “pensei 
em algo”. 

2. DELES 
 Her friends are listening and some of 

them are singing along. 
 de + eles  = deles 

 

No translation to Portuguese  
 This is kind of amazing. 

 

Same translation to Portuguese (OF  DE   #   BY  DE) 
 This is the foot of the table.  
 If you want to go by. 

 

Purpose or what the object is made, ‘of’ can be removed 
 Underground salt exploration or 

Underground exploration of salt. 
 

 Wood table. 
 Table of wood. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Prepositions 
Summary 



 

 

at 7h00 

on Monday 
on the internet 

on the computer 
in Brazil 
in New York 
in Brooklyn 
in December 
in 2012 

The book is on the 

table (surface) 

Off 
Leaving a public transport vehicle, or shutting down 

 Get off the train. 
 Turn off the TV. 

 

In, On, At 
NO, NA, EM  
In the | On the | At the = no, na, em 

 In the Cinemna. 
 On Monday. 
 At home. 

o My house is at the end of the street. 
 
In | On | At THAT = naquele, naquela, nesse, nessa, desse, dessa 

 In that way 

 Less common 

On SOBRE, DE  

- Pick up a book on the local fauna and flora. 
- We are going on holiday next week.

Into NO, NA, EM  

- They are going into the house. 

At ÀS 
 At seven. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

on 

in 

at 

In= Inside 



 

 

By 
POR, PELO, PELA (who made it) 

 Written by Ernest Hemingway. 
 Invited by the owner. 

  
ÀS, ATÉ (until, up to a certain time) 

 I will be back by 6 o’clock. 
 By 11 o'clock, I had read five pages.  
 By 8am 
 I will finish this essay by Friday. 
 By 1927, 15 million Model T cars had 

been manufactured in the Ford Motor 
Company. 

DE 
 I went there by bus 
 I know it by heart 

 
A 

 Little by little. 
 
AO LADO (next to, beside) 

 Jane is standing by / next to / beside 
the car. 

 

No translation to Portuguese   
 I’d lie to finish by telling you. 
 They started by asking. 

 

Same translation to Portuguese (BY  POR   #   FOR  POR) 
 Written by Ernest Hemingway. 
 For months. 

 

For 
PARA, POR, COM, HÁ, PELO 

 The present for him. 
 For 6 months. 
 For sure. 
 I haven't been there for so many years. 
 Wait for your bus. 

 

Same translation to Portuguese (FOR  PARA   #   TO  PARA) 
FOR 
For the benefit of 
- Could you carry these books for me? 
- I will do that for you. 
- Yogurt is good for your digestion. 
 
Purpose 
- This brush is for painting. 

 

TO 
Indicates direction, movement  
- I will give this book to you.  
- I will go to work.  
- I will talk to her.  
 

Motive/Reason – with noun 
 I came to New York for a new job. 
 Let’s go out for a drink. 

Motive/Reason – with verb 
 I came to New York to work. 
 I came here to see you. 
 I study to improve my English. 

 



 

 

To 
PARA, QUE 

 He will go to your house 
 I have to see other options. 

  
1. Correct the mistakes below in BOLD: 

a) If you want to go ON bus, you have to go AT the bus stop. 
b) Then you wait ON your bus. 
c) When you arrive ON your destination, you get ON the bus. 
d) You buy a ticket AT the driver or show your ticket IN the driver. 
e) It is a painting IN a girl. 
f) The Wampanoag lived AT villages IN the southeastern coast AT North America. 
g) One member FROM the Wampanoag, Squanto, knew English because several years before 

he had been kidnapped and taken FROM Europe. 
h) The Wampanoag shared their knowledge IN hunting and fishing IN THE European settlers 

and showed them how to grow corn and beans. 
i) In autumn, the harvest was so good that the settlers invited the Wampanoag AT a great 

feast that is now remembered as the first Thanksgiving. 
j) A treaty INTO the Wampanoag and the settlers secured peace for about 40 years, but then 

the settlers claimed more and more land and treated the Wampanoag AT disrespect. 
k) This finally led to war ON which the Wampanoag were defeated. 
l) The Wampanoag left their lands and moved FOR the islands. 

 
 

2. More exercises on prepositions: 

 Exercise on Prepositions – Place 1  

 Exercise on Prepositions – Place 2  

 Exercise on Prepositions – Place 3  

 Exercise on Prepositions – Place 4  

 Exercise on Prepositions – Place 5  

 Exercise on Prepositions – Time 1  

 Exercise on Prepositions – Time 2  

 Exercise on Prepositions – Buses  

 Exercise on Prepositions – A picture  

 Exercise on Prepositions – A photograph  

 Exercise on Prepositions – The Wampanoag  

 Exercise on Prepositions – George Washington  

 Exercise on Prepositions – Henry Ford  

 Exercise on Prepositions – McDonald’s  

 Exercise on Prepositions – Uluru  
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